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Before leaving, Ln asked us to dine with him, his writer,
and T'ung-shih; and on the shady veranda on top of his
house we enjoyed a very good dinner with much wine-
drinking, and I heard many stories about his long and
varied experience in Tibet. He had been stationed for
three years at Lh'asa and about fifteen years in other
localities in Tibet, and being an observant man had much
of interest to tell about. When speaking of the wild tribes
to the north of the Horba country, he assured me that
men in a state of primitive savagery were found in Tibet.
Some few years ago there was a forest fire on the flank
of Mount Ka-lo, east of Kanze, and the flames drove a
number of wild men out of the woods. These were seen
by him; they were very hairy, their language was incom-
prehensible to Tibetans, and they wore most primitive
garments made of skins. He took them to belong to the
same race as the Grolok, of whom many lived in caves in
a condition of profound savagery.
I left Kanze on the 13th June. Four Chinese soldiers in
half Chinese, half Tibetan costumes, mounted on prancing
ponies with collars of jingling bells around their necks,
formed the escort; two Tibetans wearing the high-crowned
white summer hat drove some pack-ponies, and my two
men and I brought up the rear, feeling very forlorn and
dirty beside our gorgeous companions.
Some five or six miles east of the town the river bends
sharply to the south; here at the village of Puyii-lung,
about a mile and half from the river-bank, we stopped to
take tea in a handsome house belonging to the D6ba of
Chuwo, while the horses were changed. Then crossing a
low range of mountains where we saw many black tents,
we entered the valley of the Tongo eh'u, and passed in
front of the Jori gomba situated in a hollow near a little